ments at a future ry 
SAUL AND THE ereon OF ENDOR. 

The disposition to attribute everything inexplica- 
cable to the agency of ghosts, or spirits, is as old as hu- 
man nature itself. In the law of Moses we have the 
commandment, “ Regard not them that’ have familiar 
spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by 
them.’ 8 The Hebrew word, dv, translated by the 
phrase ‘‘ one that hath a familiar spirit,” literally signi- 
fies a water-skin, or leather bottle. This answers to the 
Puritan use of the word vessel,—to the modern use of 
the word medium. It signifies “one possessed,” one 
who allows his own will to be passive, and lets another 
spirit come into his body, whether that of a god, a de- 
mon, ora dead man. It appears, therefore, that, be- 
fore the time of Moses, these wonderful, unconscious de- 
velopments of the soul, made involuntarily when the 
will,is dormant, bad been accounted for by supposing 
the presence of some spirit other than that of the uncon- 
scious medium. The precise meaning of the word 
dv, vessel, or medium, in the law of Moses, is shown 
by a narrative in the book of Samuel. King Saul, be- 
ing fearful and discouraged at the sight of the Philistine 
army, and feeling too guilty to dare to pray to God with 
any faith, asks his servants to find for him a medium.— 
They answered, that such a woman dwelt at Endor.— 
It is, by the way, worthy of notice, that, in all ages and 
countries, women are more frequently mediums than 
men, being by nature endowed with vastly more ner- 
vous sensibility and more subject to nervous disease.— 
And it is not only in these strange powers of the human 
mind that a womanly temperament is an essential part of 
power. For it is a-teue remark, recently quoted ‘by 
Professor Scherb from Plato, that in every case of real 
genius, there must be a blending of man’s and woman’s 
nature; genius, whether in man or woman, appears only 
when manly strength is joined to woman’s susceptibility 
and insight. 

Saul goes to Endor, seeks out the woman, and asks 
her tocall up Samuel. Whereupon the spirit of the de- 
ceased prophet appears to the woman and speaks to 
Saul ; using either the lips of the woman to speak with, or 
else speaking through her by ventriloquism. He proph- 
esies to Saul the events of the next day,and the events ful- 
fil his predictions. Of the reality of all this transaction 
to the parties concerned, we have no doubt. That is, 
we believe that Saul applied to the woman in good faith, 
supposing her able to call up Samuel, and we think it 
most probable that the woman undertook, in good faith, 
to raise him ; that the words attributed to Samuel came 
from her without the action of her will, so that she, as 
well as Saul, thought they were the words of Samuel, 

For, in the first place, these books of Samuel bear the 
marks of historic truth; and although the author was not 
contemporary with Saul, his narrative is, at all events, 
a proof that such things were eredible by the Jews of 
his own day. This would be enough for us to build our 
main argument upon ; ia but the narrative proves more to 
us who believe in the truth of the account, The wo- 
man would not be at all likely to risk her life for the 
mere sake of deceiving the King, or receiving the fee 
which she might éxpect. The law of Moses threatened 
death upon all those who should profess to hold inter- 
course with the dead, or with spirits of any kind ; and 
Saul had been executing this law in its terrors. Sores 


_this would have extirpated every species of conscious 


deception. Those who pretended to hold intercourse 
with the dead, for the mere sake of gaining i fees, or 
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of the New Testament, concerning whom there has been 
so much discussion among the interpreters of that vol- 
ume. We need not enter into that controversy, but 
may simply remark, that the narratives of the New Tes- 
tament make it evident that a belief in possession by 
spirits was as strong among the Jews of that day as in 
the days of the witch of Endor. It is, therefore, a fair 
ptesumption, that there were then extant among them 
singular cases of mysterious disease, and unusual mani- 
festations of power, which they thought justified them 
in attributing the strange effects to spiritual agency.— 
It is, however, worthy of notice, that in the Gospel of 
Matthew we read of an evil spirit being cast out of a 
moon-struck boy ; so that we cannot tell whether Mat- 
thew considered the boy moon-struck or possessed, or 
both, or neither; he simply used the current terms of 
his day,—the only onés that should be used in simple 
narrative. 
PAUL AND THE PYTHONESS. 


In the book of Acts we read that Paul and Silas were 
met by a servant-girl who was’ possessed by a spirit Py- 
thon, which bore witness to their apostolic dignity, ery- 
ing out continually, “ These men are the servants of the 
Most High God, which show unto us the way of salva- 
tion.” These persons possessing Python spirits are spo- 
ken of by heathen writers, and the same account is 
given of them as we have of the witch of Endor,—that 
is, they are represented as vessels through whom other 
spirits spake, Paul addressed the girl as though he took 
the same view, and bade the Python come out of her, 
which it did, to the great indignation of her master, who 
received fees for her oracles. It appears, not only from 
this passage, but from others in Corinthians, Reve- 
lation, Psalms, and Baruch, that the Jews generally 
took this view of the heathen responses, and supposed 
them to be given by spirits,—either fallen angels, or 
spirits of dead men invoked by their aid. 


THE GRECIAN ORACLES. 


This business of giving oracular replies, as from the 
gods, was carried on among the ancient Greeks toa much 
greater extent than, most people are aware of. In the 
flourishing age of the Grecian state there were more 
than two hundred and fifty places where oracles were 
delivered: In some places the response was given with- 


out the acknowledged medium of human lips; but gen- 
erally they were uttered by young women in a trance 
state. Some of these oracles were attributed by the 
Greeks themselves to the spirits of dead men ; others, 
to Apollo, and other gods and demi-gods. Some were 
to be obtained only by going through strange ceremo- 
nies. In one place, Lebedea, there was a well, into 
which the inquirer descended, and laid himself flat upon 
his back on the bottom, putting his feet into a small 
hole in the side of the well. He was then drawn by in- 
visible and irresistible forees into the hole, and received 
his communications from the spirit-world. This account 
is given by Pausanias (IX. 39), who declares, that he 
himself weat through the tedious ceremonies, and sub- 
mitted to the unseen force. 

The very celebrated oracles at Delphi were uttered 
by a young woman in a trance state, professing to be a 
medium of the god Apollo. These oracles' were usually 
delivered in extemporaneous verse, in answer to chance 
questions as they were proposed by the votaries. Be- 
sides the explanation given by the Greeks and Hebrews 


to the marvels of these oracles, there is another view 
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the uneducated classes, 

and chaste life. ‘The trance inte 
seated upon the sacred tripod, was acoompanied by con- 
vulsions, said to be sometimes go violent as to terminate 
in death. her involuntary utterance of words, as if 
from another, she resembled the witch of Endor and the 
speaking mediums of our own day, while in her convul- 
sions she resembled the patients at the cemetery of St. 

Medard. The origin of the convulsions was in both 
places similar. In the cemetery, one man being seized 
with a fit while lying on the tomb, every other person 
who lay there was seized with similar spasms. At Del- 
phi, according to common tradition, some goats being 
seen to shiver and jump in a singular manner, as they 

passed over a fissure in the rock of Parnassus, every 
human being who stood over the fissure was seized with 

a similar pagoxysm. Advantage of this was soon taken 
by the priests, a temple was erected over the place, and 
the right to sit over the fissure and be thrown into the 
trance restricted to chosen young women. The tomb of 
the Abbé, thrown open to all camers, retained its singu- 
lar power only about ten years; but the Parnassian 

rock was, by the aid of restricti¢ns and solemn rites, ef- 
ficacious for more than a thousand years. 

And this power, retained for a thousand years 
over the minds of some of the wisest Grecians, is 
in itself abundant evidence hip bey oracle was no im- 
posture. As we have already said that the intellectual 
character of Saul i is proof enougl that he was not deceived 
by mere ventrilog: would we 2 
eohsulted by the most learned and | wisest of the Gre- 
cians could not*have been uttered simply by lips of cun- 
ning ; the trance of the Pythia was real, and her ora- 
cles bile evidence, in themselves, of some sort of extra- 
ordinary power. 

It is true that there were skeptics among the Giiabks, 
who thought that the Pythia knew what she was say- 
ing; but these skeptics were few in number. Xeno- 
pon not only consulted her, but speaks of her answers 
as if he considered them Apollo’s own words, uttered 
through her. Herodotus says that the truth of ora- 
cles is incontestable ; that he will neither presume to 
question their authority himself, nor patiently suffer oth- 
ers todo so. He gives severalexamples of the wonder- 
ful fulfilment of oracles, and narrates also an instance 
in which the Pythia at Delphi was bribed by a wealthy 
citizen to give an oracle at his dictation; and not only 
was the Pythia immediately degraded from office, but 
the citizen himself obliged to fly from the country.— 
Plutach gives us two essays upon the truth of oracles, 
in which he was a firm believer. Jamblichus gives us 
a “beautiful explanation of divination by oracles ”— 
Pausanias, as we have already said, consulted oracles, 
and relates many instances of their fulfilment. Thomas 
Taylor, the indefatigable Greek scholar of the last cen- 
tury, says, ‘‘ History must convince the most incredu- 
lous, that the numerous instan¢es in which the predic- 
tions of oracles have been so wonderfully accomplished 
could not be the result either of chance or intrigue ” ; 
aad that “‘ he who can read the many instances of this 
kind adduced by-Pausanias, and yet deny the possibil- 
ity of man communicating with higher powers, must 
either be an atheist or a fool.? Pausanias also men- 
tions an instance of the Ph wr a og er 


woman, selected from 
toa holy, temperate, 


nm ora 


|e sesh eta antionsemy amen | ¢ 
whom ‘the best ora brn nai tr gall Bo 


ly, the similarity of the phenomena attributed to the ut- 
terance of oracles with those of mediumship. What- 


| ever were the facts of the case, it was supposed by the 


vast majority of the Greeks that the human body was 
not only convulsed by the divine power of Apollo, but 
moved without hands, and that the human mind was 
endowed, not only with the power of uttering extempore 
verse, but with the gift of seeing that which is at a dis- 
tance and that which is fature. And, as if to make the 
analogy with the modern phenomena more perfect, there 
was one oracle that confined itself to giving medical 
advice, and prognostication of the event of diseases.— 
Moreover, the reasoning by which the Grecians ex- 
plained the mode of inspiration, and the causes of de- 
fective oracles, is exceedingly similar to that which is 
heard at the present day with regard to mediums. Tay- 
lor believed in the divinity of Apollo, and grieved that 
the “ gigantic impiety”’ of Christian faith had rendered 
the world incapable of receiving his influences. How 


it would have cheered his Greek heart to know that, in | 


fifty years from the publication of his translation of 
Pausanias, oracles would be again common in all coun- 
tries ! 


THE MAGIC ARTS. 


We will mention but one other passage in the New 
Testament: the account of Paul’s preaching at Ephe- 
sits, and inducing those“who had used magic arts to 
bring their books together and burn them. These books, 
not described in the New Testament any further than 

he titles, we know | heathen writers to have been | 


yin meeraceus how to perform many wonderfal things,— 


among others, how to cause the appearance of plan 
toms and of spiritual fire, and how to eall up the spirits 
of the dead, and hold conversation with them. Such 
books were in common use, even in skeptical Rome.— 
They originated, it is supposed, in Persia, and were of 
course, multiplied only by being copied with the pen ; 
and yet they were numerous for many centuries. What 
gave them their value? . Why was it considered worth 
while to pay for them the price which a manuscript 
book must have of necessity cost? Can it be accounted 
for, except by supposing that some who used them 
thought themselves successful in following their rules? 
It must be that persons of good judgment on other mat- 
ters, and whose opinion would have weight, thought 
that, by following the directions of the books, they had 
succeeded in producing these marvellous effects, or in 
holding intercourse with the spirits of the dead. Even 
so late as the third century, it is said that Christian 
writers allude to the heathen, who, through magic books, 
make tables and chairs prophesy. 


SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS UNIVERSAL. 


We have thus given a brief outline of that argument 
by which a supposed communication with the spirits of 
the dead, and with fallen angels, is shown to have been 
common in the countries of the East for a period of at 
least two thousand years ; and the belief in that commu- 
nication to have been founded, not on mere deceit and 
imposture, but also on the actual occurrence of myste- 
rious phenomena, such as convulsions of the body, 
sometimes fatal, produced merely by sitting in a partien- 
lar seat, and the utterance of thrilling messages in verse 
by the mouth of uneducated girls. 

The history of succeeding times, both in Asia and 


Europe, is rich in similar details. Demoniacal posses- 


sion is still believed in the East, and the ‘witchcraft, 
possession, and popish miracles of the West, in the 
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approached them. fi Gale's sensible pamphlet, in the 
time of the Salem witchcraft, he expresses incredulity 
about all the strange phenomena, and implies that they 
can all be explained by the extravagant credulity of the 
witnesses. Indeed, he convinces us that many men in 
Boston and Salem were monomaniae upon the subject 
of witchcraft. But we wish he had given us some tes- 
timony concerning the character of those six men who 
testify to having seen Margaret Rule rise and float in 
the air above her bed. Similar things are said to take 
place among us now ; of the witnesses who testify to it 
we can judge for ontedtve: but of the witnesses in 1693 
we should like to have had Robert Calef’s opinion, as 
well as Cotton Mather’s. 
* * * * * * * * 


These various epidemic monomanias were each marked 
by their own peculiar features. Sometimes the action of 
the witches, or mediums, was supposed to be exerted on 
inanimate things, but usually upon the bodies and 
minds of those who came near them. These victims 
were sometimes thrown about on the ground, as if by 
invisible hands, sometimes suspended in the air, (as the 
mediums of spirit-rapping are said sometimes to sus- 
pend themselvyes,) beaten with physical weapons wielded 
by spirits, or tormented with neuralgia. A very com- 
mon form of the influence was the endowment of super- 
human strength, so that the most delicate and frail girl _ 
would snap asunder new ropes, or hurl the strongest 
men, in wrestling, to the ground. In one of these epi- 
demics, hundreds of people were driven to the. tops e 
_ trees and houses, and: - 
hands, from coming down. In another they were im- 
lled to howl like dogs, in another to mew like cats, 
and, in one district, hundreds of persons thought they 
had become wolves and eaten their own children. 


MORE MODERN MANIFESTATIONS. 


After the Reformation, these epidemic monomanias 
accompanying the manifestations of the peculiar powers 
under consideration assumed, sometimes, a more cheer- 
ful form. The Anabaptists, with whom Luther dis- 
puted, and on whom Meyerbeer’s opera of The Prophet 
is founded, were a sect of Christians who had constant 
visions of heavenly things, a foreknowledge of the fu- 
ture, and special revelations and communications with 
spirits. We cannot persuade ourselves that these men 
were Simply impostors and their dupes, nor can we be- 
lieve that they were simply deceived by their own imagi- 
nations, and by insane fancies. Their visions were 
real impressions on their eyes, even if they were made 
by powers within their own souls; and their communi- 
eations with spirits were accompanied with audible 
voices,—we mean with a real impression in their ears 
as well as minds. As for their proyhesying the future, 
the evidence for the Quakers of Pennsylvania and else- 
where having been fayored with extraordinary revela- 
tions of this kind, cannot, we believe, be doubted. Such 
an instance as that quoted in Mrs. Child’s Life of Hop- 
per, of the preacher who, in his travels, passed a funeral 
in a place where all were strangers to him, and who 
was impelled by the spirit to follow the corpse, and to 
assure the people that the deceased was not guilty of 
the crime of which she had so long been suspected, and 
that proof of her innocence, and of her saintly character, 
would soon appear,—which words of a stranger, not 
knowing by any human means whether it was a man’s 
or woman’s corpse, and whether she had been accused 
or not, were, in one fortnight, fulfilled by letters being 
received from relatives of the deceased residing at a 
— Saar sane that evidence had come to light 

ving that the deceased was’ wholly innocent of the 
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now, only changing its peculiar forms from time to time, 
in consequence of the change made in the general state 
of the world and of public opinion. 


Ohe Spuitualist. 


A. E. NEWTON, EpiToR AND PUBLISHER, 


“Thave yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bearthem now.”-—Jesus, 
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BOSTON, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1856. 


INTERESTING APPLICATION OF SPIRIT 
INTERCOURSE. 

Thére is in this city a private circle of investigators 
of Spiritualism, in whose midst has been developed a 
somewhat novel and intensely interesting, as well as 
highly instructive, application of spirit-intercourse. 

Some months since, this circle received a request, 
purporting to emanate from a band of philanthropic 
spirits, that they might be permitted to bring, and in- 
troduce to the circle, through the mediam,a class of 
idiotic and imbecile children, who had entered the 
spirit-world in a state of mental undevelopment, and 
who were alleged to be under the charge of this band 
of teachers for education and unfolding. The leader 
of this band claimed to be Dr. Joun D. Fisuer, well 
known as a philanthropic physician, formerly resident in 
this city. As areason for preferring this singular re- 
quest, it was stated that the band of teachers had formed 
the cpinion that the development and progress of their 
unfortunate wards might be greatly aided and hastened 
by being brought in direct contact with the earth-life, 
or the rudimental stage of existence, through the facil- 
ities afforded by mediumship. They wished to put the 
matter to a test, and therefore solicited the privilege of 
visiting this cirele once a week for three months, that 
the experiment might have fair trial. 

The circle, which was composed of gentlemen and 
ladies of intelligence and philanthropy, perhaps above 
the common average, readily consented to the arrange- 
ment, and the pupils were brought forward. They were 
accompanied by their teachers, who usually preceded 
and followed their exhibitions, with remarks and sugges- 
tions, relative to the philosophy of mental devel- 
opment and kindred topics, which were always of a 
* “highly interesting and instructive character. The mani- 
“festations from the children, who were allowed and 
aided to control the medium, were of a peculiarly 
characteristic and entertaining nature. Some of the 
more intelligent retained more or less of recollections of 
their earth-lives; and the narratives they gave were marked 
by such naturalness and simplicity as to carry strong 
presumptiveness of their truth; while the individual- 
ities of the different ones were distinctly represented. 
This re-introduction to the earthly sphere of existence, 
and free conversation with its inhabitants, seemed obvi- 
ously to have the effect designed—that of quickening 


and calling forth to a very perceptible degree their dor- | 


“mant mental energies ; so that ere the termination of 
‘she three months, a- marked improvement was evinced. 


At the close of ‘the term, the psp teachers ex: | po 


wit of the terrible presets rash act had met, in 
the sense of ‘shame, and the brand of suicide it has fas- 
tened upon his soul, causing him to feel, wherever he 
went, “T have no right here—I have thrust myself in 
where I am not wanted,”—his delineation of the grad- 
ual steps, by which, yielding to kindly influences shed 
upon him from philanthropic spirits in higher realms of 
spirit-life (and which he afterwards found proceeded 
from those individuals who had announced themselves 
as the band of teachers), he had slowly awakened to the 
possibility of progress and had begun to comprehend 
its means, namely, by laboring to instruct and elevate 
his companions and those still lower than himself,— 
his expressions of gratitude to the members of the 
circle who had allowed him to come into their midst, had 
bestowed their sympathy and offered their encourage- 
ments, and his most devout thanksgivings to the Infinite 
and All-Merciful One for these instrumentalities of 
good, together with supplications, which we never heard 
exceeded in humility, earnestness, or propriety of ex- 
pression, for aid in the career of progress and of labor 
for others on which he bad now started,—all these have 
produced an impression of reality, and imparted lessons 
of practical wisdom, which we think will not soon be 
effaced from the mind of any listener. 

At a late interview, the name of Washington Goode, 
a negro, who was hanged in Boston jail-yard, a few years 
since, for the crime of murder, was announced, as one 
for whose benefit Thompson is now laboring, and who 
has so far advanced as to begin to appreciate and to le 
softened by the efforts made in his behalf. 

But space forbids the further continuance of this 
narrative atthe present time. What we have stated 
cannot fail, we think, to suggest to serious minds, that 
spiritual cireles may have vastly higher uses than the 
produetion of startling phenomena,or eyen the grati- 


fication of affectional longings towards the departed. 
Eyen if these representations which we have described 


are but the fantastic tricks‘of “some unknown law,” or 


the personifications of “deceptive demons,” as some 


persons would have us suppose (but neither of which 
suppositions can be entertained for a moment by any 
sane mind who witnesses them,) they yet have afforded 
us and others practical instruction, more valuable and 
impressive than can be gleaned from all the volumes of 
Coke or Blackstone, together with a year of ordinary 
sermon-hearing. 


IMPERFECT SPIRIT-COMMUNICATIONS. 
AN INSTRUCTIVE CASE. 

A gentleman of this city commenced the investiga- 
tion of spiritual phenomena some three years ago, be- 
ing at the time a determined skeptic. He had begun 
to be somewhat interested, and partially convinced, 
when he one day received a communication through a 
writing medium, porporting to be from a brother who 
had entered the spirit-life in infancy many years before. 
The communication, however, was very imperfect, and 
contained statements so obviously untrue, that it very 
much dampened the ardor of the gentleman, and well 
nigh threw him back into his former skepticism. Never- 
theless, after a time he continued his inquiries, and 
became at Iength confirmed in the belief of spirit com- 


mu nication. 
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itself, to distinguish b tween the morality which says, 
“« An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,” and that 
which teaches, “ Resist not evil, but whosoever shall 
smite thee on the one cheek, turn to him the other al- 
so ’’?— between the requirement, « Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor, and hate thine enemy,” and that other require- 
ment, ‘‘ Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use Fou and persecute you”? (Compare 
Ex. xxi. 24, and Deut. xxiii. 6, with Matt v. 38-46.) 

We believe that even “ orthodox” eyes can see that 
such precepts do not exactly harmonize; nay, that 
they are diametrically opposed to each other, in both 
spirit and practice. Jesus himself held them up in con- 
trast, and did not hesitate to teach his hearers to ‘‘ dis- 
card as untrue” the ancient morality, if they would be 
“the children of their Father who is in heaven.” We 
never yet met with the professed Christian of any sect, 
who did not profess to accept the teachings of Jesus on 
these points, in preference to those of Moses ; or to con- 
sider them more Divine, or worthy of God, than the op- 
posite. Of necessity, in accepting the one, they dis- 
card the other. 

Furthermore, even “ orthodox ” eyes cannot shut out 
the fact that those parts of the Old Testament which 
contain the rejected requirements, claim to be from God, 
as positively as did Jesus of Nazareth. ‘‘ Thus saith 
the Lord,” precedes every one of them. And thus the ne- 
cessity is forced upon us of deciding which of these con- 
flicting claims is true. : 

Hence it is clear, that, so far from “ the discarding as 
untrue of any part of the Old Testament, logically lead- 
ing to the discarding of the entire Bible, the sjoetion 
of * Christ, and the disbelief of Christianity,” on the 
contrary the discarding as untrue of some parts of the 
Old Testament is absolutely necessary to the acceptapce 
of Christ, and the belief of Christianity. What can be 
plainer than this? and how long will sensible people de- 
lude themselves or be deluded with such palpable ab- 
surdities ? 

Our position — and we deem it the only rational one 
— is, that the truth of all moral and religious teachings 
is to be determined by their, vntrinsie character — the 
highest perceptions and intuitions of the individual soul 
being the authoritative test. Under this rule, every 
separate requirement of Moses, or Moses’ God, and: 
every precept of Jesus, Paul, or Mohammed, must 
stand or fall by itself. The discarding of any error 
does not logically lead to the rejection of any truth. 
This lumping together of books or ATOM and re- 
quiring the swallowing of “the whole or none,” is one 
of the greatest shaneliiee the undeveloped human mind 
eyer conceived. 

Wuart Goop ir witp po. — A Sraixine Scene. — 
We copy the annexed interesting and important state- 
ment from a recent number of the Springfield Repud- 
lican, a journal, if ourmemory serves us rightly, which 
has heretofore opposed $piritualism. We are assured by 


Mr. Rufus Elmer, on the very best authority, that the ac- | 


count is strictly true in every essential particular. The 
case is a good one for sueh as are disposed to attribute the 
manifestations to the Devil. Surely “if Satan cast out 
Satan, he is divided ag ast himself ; how shall then his 
ingdon, and 1 Br ; if devils be cast out by the | _ 
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by the controlling spirit for any one present to ask any 
question relating to the philosophy of mind, spirit, or 
Spiritualism, which would be answered according to 
the ability of the speaker. Several questions were 
propounded, involving abstruse and difficult analyses 
and distinctions; but they were answered with the 
utmost readiness, perspicuity, and in a manner indicat- 
ing much profundity of thought. This seemed sufficient; 
but the speaker then proposed, in order to satisfy any 
who might still suppose that the medium previously 
prepared herself for these discourses, and merely recited 
them from memory, that some subject for the evening 
lecture be proposed by the audience. 

In compliance with this suggestion, a committee was 
selected who were in the interim to decide on a subject, 
which should be announced to the audience and to the 
speaker at the opening of the evening meeting. 

The topie presented by the committee, and which 
they pledged their honor had not been communicated 
to the medium, was this :-- 

“Jesus Christ — his birth, nature and relations to 
God and man—also, his resurrection, was it spiritual or 
physical?” 

We are unable to give a report of the discourse which 
followed, and can only say that it was characterized by 
the same ability, calm self-possession,consecutiveness, and 
argumentative power of the preceding addresses. The 
position taken was, in brief, that the birth, life, works, 
death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth were entirely 
devoid of what is termed miracle, and that in this con- 
sisted their beauty and their imitability. We cannot 
say that the arguments by which this was sustained were 
entirely satisfactory and conclusive; but, we can say 
that some of them, especially those drawn from the 
Bible itself, were to us novel and more cogent than we 
ever before listened to on that side of the question. 
They were given, however, as mereiy the opinions of 
the intelligence or intelligences speaking, which were to 
be weighed by the minds of the hearers individually, 
and accepted or rejected as they should seem true or 
erroneous. 

Tn conclusion, it was appropriately urged, that what- 
ever belief might be accepted on these questionable 
points, yet none could question that the life of Jesus 
furnished a suitable pattern for all; and those who fol- 
low in his steps and imitate his pure and unselfish ex- 
ample cannot go far astray. 

In answer to an inquiry from the audience, whether 
spirits have means of judging of the absolute truth on 
such questions, superior to those possessed by mortals, 
it was replied, that mortals form their conclusions mainly 
from external evidence, while spirits, dwelling in the 
sphere of causation, penetrate further into principles 
and judge from their insight of eternal and absolute 
laws—that they who now speak do not come into per- 
sonal contact or acquaintance with those who lived on 
earth in the times of Jesus or his immediate successors, 
but receive, as do mortals, inspiration from circles still 
above them ; which indeed may come from the individ- 
ual spirits who lived in the ancient time, but which must 
be judged of by its conformity with eternal principles. 

On the whole, we think this one of the most effective 
public demonstrations in bebalf of the truth that spirits 
communicate, that has ever been offered to a public 


audience in Boston ; and we are glad to say that a large | , 
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To grasp such Tesi Nature gives, — 
That thou its Truths may know, 
However humble be the stream, 

_ From which the draught may flow. 
While tares of prejudice and pride 
Choke up the germ divine, 

Jewels to thee are valueless 
As pearls are unto swine. 


But if thou’lt rouse thyself to work, 
And toil from morn till night, 
Within thy garden then shall bloom ° 
The richest flowers of Light. 
Burlington, Vt. * F. 0. Hyzer. 
A MISAPPREHENSION. 

The Circular demurs to our distinction between the 
various departments or kinds of love, and avers that 
they are artificial and unfounded. It says : 

“Love, trae, genuine love, we believe is a unit ; 
and any semblance of love which is~ divisible into so 
many parts, is at best, buta factitious imitation. The 
love of God is the only real love in existence ; and that 
is the essence of the Godhead ; for God is love. All 
genuine love, then, must spring fiein this source ; and all 
genuine love, whatever form it may take, is but. a mani- 
festation and outgrowth of this divine love.” 

We can accept all this, and still adbere to our state- 
ment. And Zhe Circular itself, a little further on, 
asserts all that we intended to affirm, as follows: 

‘And though in some respects its external manifes- 
tations may be different, and though there* may be a 
possibility of greater intimacy between different sexes 
than between those of the same sex, yet the central 
principle is in ail cases the same ; and the love of man 
for woman, man for man, and of parent for child, is the 
same vin essénee, differing only externally and in de- 
gree.” 

In its remote or absolute essence, all Love may be one, 
as all Life is one ; but the manifestations are various, as 
are the manifestations of the Life Principle. It was of 
these manifestations to the common or external cogniz- 
ance, that we were speaking. .Had we been treating of the 
abstract principle, we should have used different phrase- 
ology. Our object was to call attention to the obvious 
fact that what properly pertains to love in one depart- 
ment may not in another—that is, that the sexual 
functions may be appropriate to conjugial love, and 
yet utterly inappropriate to parental, filial or fraternal 
love; and hence that parents may love children, and 
children parents, brothers may love sisters, and sisters 
brothers, with perfect freedom and purity,and without the 
awakening or exercise of what is usually termed sexual 
desire. Abstractions about ‘‘ the love of God ” are of 
little use, in our estimation —since we can practically 
love Him only as we love his image in his creatures. 


”~ Preacnine THe Trura acaixsr mis Witt.—We 
find the subjoined in an editorial letter to the Spiritual 
Telegraph : 

In the course of my brief but agreeable interview 
with the friends who wet me at Leroy, Mr. George W. 
Covell, of Alexandria, Genesee county, N. Y., related 
the fqllowing interesting fact: Rey. Carlos P. Sanford 


of the Methodist Episcopal Church, while preaching . 


against Spiritualism somewhere on the Western Reserve, 
had his organs unexpectedly controlled by spirits. who 
used him to refute bis own arguments, and to defend 
the faith he had labored to destroy. This occurted 

rea ‘since. “Mr. Covell a assures me that the 


given ty men as the world had progressed; next the 
real character of the Supreme, with aan 
and knowledge of the past. 

To the afternoon and evening iis lecturse were eon, 
although they contained one or two errors perhaps, yet 
they embraced much important truth and sound reason. 
The language was good, although it might, in some in- 
stances, perhaps be considered severe. It was on the 
doctrine of original sin, the trinity, vicarious atone- 
ment &c., such as would stand the most rigid investiga- 
tion, and gave most general satisfaction. 

Of his explanation of Duty and of Destiny, in the 
‘forenoon, I had neglected to speak ; suffice it to say, it 
was mot beautiful. I have time to particularize but 
little. I will only say hts showing that cause and effect 
were but another name for Destiny, was quite plausible, 
if not conclusive. 

In conclusion I would say, may all classes of speak- 
ers be multiplied who bring truth to supply the varied 
wants of their hearers. Yours truly, 8. P. H. 

Lowell, November 6, 1856. 


A remark in connection with the above may not be 
out of place, as there appears to be some little misappre- 
hension jn some quarters, of a few words on the subject 
in our paper of the Ist inst. What was there implied 
may now be repeated—that conditions have very much 
to do with the character of the communications given 
through trance speakers. The physical, mental, and 
without doubt affectional state of the medium, for the 
time being, tend to facilitate or to impede the influx from 
the higher spheres. A perfect passivity of the person 
influenced seems an indispensable requisite. But, 
beyond this, the character of an audience often deter- 
mines to a great extent, and must always affect more 
or less, the utterances of the speaker. According to the 
elements which enter into the composition of audiences 
will they present an atmosphere in which the spirit 
may unfold its wings and soar to heights of eloquence, 
or send athwart the mental! sky its thunderbolts of argu- 
ment; or the air may be so murky and oppressive that 
all inspiration will be stifled. 

Such being the fact, we certainly cannot expect to 
throw upon any of the class of speakers referred to 
the responsibility of success or failure. Take for 
instance the gentleman alluded to in the above letter. 
We know him to be, as therein testified, under favorable 
conditions, the channel for powerful and stirring dis- 
courses from the spirit-world ; but as in such instances 
he would claim no individual merit, neither could he 
personally be in fault if conditions precluded the highest 
class of spirits from reaching him in any case. But 
the principle is a general one, and applies as much to 
one individual of this class as another. Even Jesus 
was subject to this law, and in certain places did not 
many wighty works because of unfavorable conditions. 

x. 


LETTER FROM WARREN CHASE. 


' Eran, Illinois, Nov. 10, 1856. 

In this land of the prairies, where the late autumn 
winds have frosted the flowers, disrobed the trees, and 
stiffened the soil, the soul-touching messages of loved 
_ones from the spirit-homes are constantly reaching the 
minds and hearts of earth-dwellers, bearing a balm of 
consolation to mourners, and words of comfort to the af- 
‘flicted and suffering, ‘Through all the rural districts of 
the Great West, Spiritualism is a familiar word nd 
spirit-intereourse more common than religious revivals or 
renewals. 
and overturning 
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It is everywhere-siowly and surely uprooting | 


f invited Hos ns yet te ie ri tne 
of December last; the table was tipped over 
breast in twenty minutes, and my angel sister 
identified herself. The cause has been gradually pro- 
gressing since that day. The tenth sitting opened the 
spiritual eyes of a confirmed skeptic ; he saw spirits, 
and has gradually progressed; he is nowa seeing, 
speaking, healing, tipping and rapping. medium ; and 
within a week the spirits conferred on him the power to 
see the spirits with his natural eyes. Still the spirits 
complain of him bitterly for neglect, inattention and 
unbelief; they complain of him and condemn him 
through his own mouth, saying, if he gave his attention 
to the spiritual cause, he would be the greatest medium 
in the world, 

Our circle at present consists of but three earthly 
members; but the spiritual circle, who have given us 
their names, and desired them to be registered as mem- 
bers of our circle, amount at present to twenty-five. 

My angel sister, Susan, is admitted as their chief. 
They speak of her with reverence and delight. She, 
dying an infant, has nothing earthly about her; she is a 
pure angel, and is working day and night for the spirit- 
ual cause. 

The spirits reported, a few — ago, that nineteen 
souls had been saved by our circle, and had risen from 
their dark and dismal abode among the condemned, to 
mansions of bliss. It is true, we have been constantly 
assisting “the poor souls who came to our circle; and of 
several we knew on this earth, many have progressed 

in the spheres through our circle. 

The Archbishop of Caracas has been converted. He 
issued a pastoral order on Friday last, to all the chur- 
ches in Caracas, to preach a sermon against Spiritual- 
ism, as being the work of the devil. On Saturday, to 
counteract the effects of this proceeding, the spirit circle 
convened, and selected a German Jew, having a store 
opposite to the Archbishop’s palace, as their modus 
operandi. The Jew was amusing himself with his 
spiritual table, when it was spelled out ‘‘ Repent or you 
will be damned.” The Jew was influenced by the spirits, 
and became nearly frantic. He proceeded to the street 
door, and commenced praying aloud, calling on the name 
of the Lord; imploring Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
man, to save him, and the Holy Virgin to intercede for 
him ; repeating the Lord’s Prayer and other prayers in 
good Spanish, a language he knew little of. Tt was one 
of the Franciscan friars, Francisco Revelo, who influ- 
enced and spoke through him. The crowd thought him 
a madman; but the Archbishop, being in his balcony, 
saw and heard all, and observed to those with him: 
“That is not the work of the devil.” The Bishop re- 
seinded his pastoral mandate, and no sermon ‘was 
preached against Spiritualism. 

The following Monday, the medium was sent for, to 
go to the palace of the Archbishop ; he declined doing 
so, fearing the ordeal he would have to undergo. The 
spirits told him to go; he still declined. They took 
took hold of him by force, carried him before the Arch- 
bishop, and the performance astonished the prelate so 
much, he iasisted on the medium calling in the evening, 
which he did, and the bishop heard such a lecture 
from the spirit-world in pure Castillian and classic lan- 
guage, he was forced to admit that it was not from a 


‘human source ; and himself and his priests at present 


are firm believers, and no obstacle from the Church will 
intervene to prevent the free exercise of s spiritual com- 
Archbishop may be excommunicated 
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ject to explain, even to a mind sapere! 


certainly to a casual inquirer ; yet occasionally there is 
an incident, completely beyond the comprehension of 

the most intelligent,unless they choose to solve it by the 
spiritual law. Such a cireamstance I will endeavor to 
retate. I may not be able to repeat the exact language 
used at the time; but the facts are so plain before my 
mind, that I can reudfly present them as they occurred. 

A few months since, my neighbor ‘‘ Walker’? was 
taken sick, and died, leaving a large family of children, 
—the eldest, Robert, with the feeling that much devolved 

upon him, together with his love for his deceased 
parent, became very melan¢holy, and about four 
weeks after, was found in an adjoining building, dead, 
resting on his knees, his face covered with a handker- 
chief, and his neck lying on a small rope, that was fast- 
ened above. This singular position was a theme of 
much comment; and it is yet mysterious how a strong 
will can accomplish such an undertaking, unless the 
individual arrange matters so that they shall be beyond 
his control should hé change his mind. 

The young man was buried, and nothing more was 
beard from him until one evewing, a young man, an in- 
dependent medium, while in the trance state called for a 
spiritual believer, a man that had for many years been 
a follower of Swedenborg.; and as the medium was so 
earnest, he was finaily brought in, aad a conversation 
between him and the young sticide commenced in this 


_ way through the medium, orally : — 


Robert.—Mr. Lamson ! Mr Lamson ! 

Mr. Lamson.—Ah, who is there ? 

Robert,—It is I, Robert ; you know me; Iam glad I 
have found you. Ihave been trying a long time to see 
you. I knew you were a Swedenborgian, and I thought 
if I could find you, you could tell me what to do, and 
how I could get out of this place. 

Mr. Lamson.—Why, what is the matter, Robert ? 

Robert. —Well, I don’t know, it is dark, and I can- 
not see. I thought I should see my father when I came 
here, but I can’t see anything, and Iam surrounded by 
those who annoy and trouble me. 

Mr. Lamson.—Whom do you mean ? 

Robert.—I don’t know who they are. I can’t see 
anything. 

Mr, deengticrlion came you there in such com- 
pany ? 

Robert.—1 pear to be with my father, and I went 
out half decided to hang myself. I got everything 
fixed. I knew my mother would find me first, so I put 
my handkerchief over my face. Still undecided, I laid 
my neck on the-rope I had fixed, just to try it; but, O 
horror! I could not take it up. There were a legion of 
little devils all bearing down-and dragging on my feet, 
and encouraging each other to their work until I lost all 
memory ; and they have been with me ever since. 

Mr. Lamson.—Havye you seen your father yet? 

Robert.—No, not yet; I have not seen anything, ex- 
cept I have thought I could see a small light like a dis- 
tant star, away in the South, and I think it will grow 
larger. Something tells me I shall get, out of this, and 
I shall see: my father yet; but oh, erucl to. be burt so, 
and it is so dark too! 

Mr. Lamson.—Well, persevere, and when you have 
seen your father, come to see us again. 

Robert.—I will if they-.will let me. 


This conversation took place in the presence of others 


besides Mir. Lamson, who will. vouch for its correctness. 


‘The subject has since been alluded to in presence of 


the medium, but he knows nothing of the matter. 
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she is about visiting. The er may thus receive 
benefit. . 


Mrs. R. M. uel epaibeaian delineator of character, 
and trance speaker, Newtown, Conn. ; 

Mrs. H, F. Hunriey, of Paper Mill Village, N. H., Trance 
Speaker, Mrs. H. may be addressed at Providence, R. L., for 
the present. 

Mrs. Joun Porrer, Trance Speaker, No. Hanson, Mass. (Mrs. 
Puffer also examines and prescribes for disease.) 

Austin E. Simmons, of Woodstock, Vt., Trance Speaker. 

ALLEN Putnam, Esq., of Roxbury, Mass., will receive appli- 
cations to repeat his lectures on Mesmerism, Spiritualism and 
Witchcraft. 


N.S. Green.ear, Haverhill, Mass., Trance Speaker. 


Grsson Suits, South Shaftsbury, Vt. 


8. C. Hewitt, formerly editor of the New Era, lectures on 
Spiritualism as @ Sciznce, as clearly proved as chemistry, or any 
of the natural sciences Also on its Philosophy and its Uses, em- 
bracing as may be demanded in any locality, much or little of the 
wide range of earnest thought and vital truth which this vast and 
important subject affords. He may be addressed at 15 Franklin 
st., Boston, Mass. 


Joun M. Spxar will answer calls to attend free meetings on 
Sundays, for directly practical purposes, during the months of 
September, October, and November. Address J. M. SPEAR, 
Melrose, Mass. Melrose is seven miles from Boston, on the 
Boston and Maine Railroad. House, second east of the depot. 


SterHEeN Morsz, “ The Blind Sculptor,” of Springfield, Mass., 
will lecture on Modern Spiritualism, when desired. 

Let it be understood that in announcing these names, we make 
no endorsement of the teachings of these several speakers, 
Those who speak in the normal state are eXpected to present 
their individual views of truth, each in his or her own way; 
while those who are used as instruments for disembodied intelli- 
gences do not themselves undertake to be responsible for what is 
spoken. Truth must bear her own credentials. : 


@ SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Prospect Hitt Famity Scuoot, Resosota, Mass.—The 
subscriber will receive into his family a limited number of pupils, 
proposing to devote his entire attention to their care and instruc- 
tion, with reference no less to their physical and moral health 
and welfare than to their intellectual development. An oppor- 
tunity for thorough classical, mathematical or scientific fraining 
is here offered to those who wish children to be fitted for college, 
or for mercantile or mechanical pursuits. Special instruction in 
Phonography and Verbatim Reporting, in Music and other fine 
arts, as may be required. It is proposed to establish a Home 
School of the first order, with every opportunity for the prosecu- 
tion of the most useful and important branches of study in all 
directions. The situation is seven miles from Providence, R. I. 
ona stage route; and is elevated, healthful and retired; com- 
bining convenience of access with every advantage of pure air 
and beautiful scenery. 

Pupils will be received at any time after the first of December. 
For circulars, stating terms, with references, &c., direct to 

Henry J. Hupson, Rehoboth, Mass. 


Rey. UrtAn CLARK AND LApy’s Removat To AuBuRN, N.Y. 
Mr. and Mrs, Clark have changed their residence from Williams- 
burg to Auburn, N.Y., and propose. to make’Central and Western 
New. York their principal field of spiritual labor, They will 
answer calls together; or Mr. Clark will stand ready to officiate 
alone at marriages and funerals, and as a lecturer, psychometer, 
and healing medium. After the 25th inst,, they will also be pre- 
pared to receive a few patients and visitors, who may be desirous 
of testing the spiritual cure. 


A BEAUTIFUL GIFT BOOK, 
THE BoOoV QU <r 
Of Spiritual Flowers ; 

Fpeaioed chiefly through the Mediumship of Mrs. J. S. Adams, 

BY A. B. GARD, X- D. 
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| Bay ILLUSTRATED — A First Class Family New: 

, designed to encourage a spirit of Hope, Manliness, 
and presen to illustrate Life in “all its phases, and to in 
may attain the highest degree of usefulness and happiness—a 
ought to be read by every family. Published weekly at $2 a 
for half a year. 

"By FOWLER anp WELLES, No. 308 Broadway, N. ¥., 
a a 142 Washington Street, Boston. 

‘cienti merican says: “Tt te of large size and faultless typogra 
phy. Almost every branch of human knowledge is treated by able writers.’ 
R, I. Reformer says: “It is the most beautiful Weekly in the Union.” The 
Randolph Whig says: “Life Illustrated is one of the purest, highest toned 
aro er pan it in ied York City.” The Cambria Tribuue says: “Be- 
yond all peradventure the neateat paper in the Uni 
best for the family cirele.” Se ‘i oe 


{G> A New Volume just commenced. Subscribe now. 2t weekly 


EALING BY CLAIRVOYANCE AND SPIRIT- 
INFLUENCE. — Mr. J. A. Basserr will attend to all who wish to test 
his powers as a Healing Medium, and by the Mesmeric State ; the disease 
will be pointed out, the symptoms described, and the best means vsed to 
cure it. Mr. Bassett is an able delineator of cha: acter while in the Mes- 
meric State. 
‘Terms. —For examination, when present, $1.00 ; when absent, $2.00. 
Office hours from 9 to 12 A. M., 2 to 5, and ito OP. M. Circles are also 
held on Tuesday and Friday evenings, at 7 o'clock; admission 50 


sept. 27—1m 
N RS. E. J. FRENCH, Clairvoyant and Healing Physi- 

cian, office 780 Broadway, second floor, front room. The morbid 
conditions of the human organism delineated and prescribed for with un- 
paralleled success. 

Tsrms — For exaninaticn and prescription $5, when the patient is present 
$8; if absent $10. All subsequent examinations $2. Terms strictly in 
advance. In order toinsure prompt attention some of the leading symp- 
toms must be os when sending a lock of hair. 

a — 0 to 1, and from 2 to 4, except Saturdays and Sundays. 

pt. 20. 


cents. 
No. 14 Webb Street, Salem, Mass 


C. STILES, M. D., Physician and Surgeon, Bridge- 
@ port, Ct., Independent Cinirvorant, and Psychometric Delineator of 
Character. Dr. ’S. is. not put into a mesmerie sleep, but appears in a 
perfect normal condition, but the superior development of his powe 
enable him clearly to see the interior of the human system of the individua 
before him, and with accurary describe the disease and feelings of the 
patient, and also prescribe the remedy for the cure, or relief, if incurable, 
as thousands can testify. Terms—For examination and eri —_ 0 00. 
If absent, by a lock of hair, $8.00. For Psy 
acter, $2.00; to obtain this, the autograph of the individual aan be 
forwarded. To secure attention the money must always accompany the 
letter. 


R. ABBOTT’S MEDICINES. — Our Cholera Cordial 

can be depended on to cure Cholera, Cholera Morbus, Dysentery—has 
been in constant use since the cholera season of 1832. Peach Cordial will 
cure debility, faintness at the stomach, and is an excellent Tonic Cordial. 
Our Panacea will cure Coughs, Cold, and Asthma. The Canker Cordial wll 
cure the Canker in the mouth and stomach and Canker Humors in the 
Blood. ‘ Female Restorative”—for Female Debi lity. 

P. 8.—Spiritual and Mesmeric Prescssptons put up with care. 
J. & BENJ. F. ABBOTT, 214 Ha Hanovor St 


C OAL AND WOOD, Allen Putnam & Co., of Roxbury 

near the Boston line, on Northampton st keep constantly on 
hand an assortment of COAL, WOOD and BARK, which will be delivered 
in Roxbury or Boston at the fair market price. Gasca orders at the 


A 8B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST. NO. 15 TREMONT 
e Street, Boston, Mass. 


| I EALING INFIRMARY. Docror Barron cures Can- 
cers and Cancerous Humors, without the use of the knife or torturing 
with caustic, and with but little pain and inconvenience to patients, by ap- 
plying a cerate which has a chemical action, destroying the vitality of the 
cancers, causing a separation between the cancer and the surrounding tis- 
Sues, and an opening of the integuments over it, 80 that in a few days the 
tumor will escape, root and branch. The opening in the flesh thus made 
heals up in a short time, soundly, leaving no traces of the Cancer behind. 
Over 200 cases have been cured by this process. The Doctor continues to 
attend to Scrofula, Erysipelas. and all cases, in which he has had great suc- 
cess for the last twelve years. Clairvoyant examinations attended to as 
formerly. Call and satisfy yourselves of the unremitting effort and deter- 

mination et —— ——— a subdue disease in his fellow man. 
tanic and Clairvoyant Physician 

Bim iat 


er, Mass. 


ENTISTRY. Dr. N. H. SWAIN, Dentist, Colmabas, 
Ohio. Satisfaction guaranteed in all cases, and Prices reasonable. 


y ihemntd & COMPANY, dealers in Carpetings, of ey 
variety of Fabric and Quality, Hall over Maine Railroad Depot, 
nee Square, Boston. 


EW MEDICINE STORE: The subscriber has located 
at Store No. Sib Retin mn street, for the sale of ECLECTIC and 


BOTANIC Medicines, Barks, Toilet Artic! UT- 
NAMS ERADICATIVE, for ) our eat an fe patitioe te tne & ine dy eo 


scriptions carefully prepared and utup. Examinations b: oe 
put up. by one best 
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This room is my heart, where your footsteps tread,— 
This corpse is my heart’s uncoffined dead, 

Which, till life’s long day shall find its night, 

Will never be buried out of sight. 

I have watched and waited and prayed in vain, 

For this form to arise and live again,— 

But where is the angel, as of yore, 

To roll the stone from the sepulchre door ? 


VOICES OF ANGELS. 
BY T. L, HARRIS. 


What music thrills the inward ear, 

When spirit kindred whisper near | 

How sweet the hallowed numbers move !— 
'’Tis more than song, —’tis life, ’tis love. 


O glorious power those dear ones own 

To speak in many a tender tone, 

More sweet, more soft, and yet the same ; — 
So Christ to His disciples came. 


We know not oft they linger near, 
Till heavenly songs of hope and cheer 
Compose us to a perfect peace, 

And bid our every sorrow cease. 


Like love-birds in immortal bowers, 
Like perfumes from celestial flowers, 
Those hallowed strains their life impart, 
And wake sweet echoes in the heart. 


No more we grieve, no more repine ; 
Our souls in mercy’s arms recline, 
Till. angel songs shall bid them rise 
To endless worship in the skies. 


GUARDIAN SPIRITS. 
BY FRANCIS A. SEYMOUR. 


Are ye round us hovering ever, 
Blessed spirits of the dead ! 

Hath not death the power to sever 
Mind from mind when life hath fled ? 


Inhabit ye this place aerial, 

Viewless, shadowy as the air, — 
Still becoming more ethereal 

While ye hold your dwellings there ? 


Look ye down with eye-beams lighted, 
With the love ye felt while here ? 
Or for human hearts benighted, 
Gush they o’er with pity’s tear? 


Spirits blessed ! do our errings 
Cause your sinless band to weep? 
Smile ye, when deep, holy stirrings 
Through the inmost bosom Sweep? 


When the busy day is over, 
Hushed in quietude and rest, 
And the lingering twilight hover 
O’er the river’s placid breast ; 


And the thoughts, which in life’s warfare 
Tossed like tempests in their power, 

Now are stilled— forsaking all care— 
Yield to the enchanted hour. 


' Matter, then, is all submerged 
» _ Beneath the mind’s triumphant sway, 
Soul, etherealized, is urged 
Swiftly to progressive day. 


Come they, then, those spirits blessed ; 


nul sess ted not, yet veiled from view; 
' They. whom we in flesh caressed, 


In spirit yet remaining true. 


Wondrous things they whispering tell, 
‘ 5 om ene 
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‘ure-grounds I ever bebeld, and so struck was I with their 
extraordinary extent and romantic beauty, and with the 
bright and glorious colors of the flowers which sprang up 
around me on every side, that I exclaimed,— This can 
be no other place than Paradise ! this must be the garden 
of the Lord !’ I had hardly uttered the words when a 
youth of radiant beauty and heavenly expression ap- 
proached me, and smiling sweetly on me, he accosted me 
familiarly by name, giving me a cordial welcome to his 
happy home. I expressed my surprise at his friendly 
and familiar greeting, seeing that we were but strangers: 
* And yet’ said I, ‘there is that in your countenance 
which makes me feel as if you were my friend ? ‘ Seek 
not,’ said he, ‘ to deny our old and intimate acquaintance, 
You are my near kinsman and familiar neighbor and 
friend ;’ and so, observing that I looked astonished and 
incredulous, he said, ‘Is it possible that you have forgot- 
ten me? Is it, even with you, 80 soon,—out of sight 
outofmind? Doyounotknowme? Iam your cousin, 
Stewart of Allanton.’? « Impossible,’ - said I, ‘for my 
dear friend Allanton was old and plain-looking ; whereas, 
you are the most beautiful youth my eyes did ever 
behold.’ ‘ Even s0,’ said the youth, ‘ all those who come 
here are made youthful and beautifal. There is here 
neither age nor plainness. Iam no other than your 
dear cousin and old friend Allanton, and within twenty- 
four hours you will be here with me, and you will be 
young and beautiful like me.’ Hereupon, I heard the 
loud fluttering of the wings of doves, and I suddenly 
awoke.” 

It may be imagined that Westburn’s dream made a 
deep impression, not unmingled with awe, on his affee- 
tionate wife. She deemed it to be a warning that she 
must hold herself if readiness to resign him ere long, at 
the call of his heavenly Master and Father 3 and even 
soit came to pass. On the following morning Westburn 
was found dead in his bed. His spirit had departed 
during the night, and had gone to join his early friend 
and kinsman in the gardens of Paradise.—Jntellec iD 
Repository. 
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A Gotpn Lecenp. — We don’t know who wrote 
the following, but it is a charming subject for a short 
poem ;—‘‘About an hour’s journey from Alberssweller, 
and in a beautiful valley, lies the village of Eusserthal, 
which takes its name from a convent, that was once 
celebrated, but has now completely disappeared. The 
choir of the convent church is, however, still left, and is 
used as a place of worship. All sorts of things are 
said in the village about the enormous wealth of the 
convent, especially about. certain golden organ, that 
once stood in the church, and was played during divine 
service. When the convent, on one occasion, was at- 
tacked by enemies, the first care of the monks was to 
secure this treasure. They dragged it to.a marsh 
which was formerly in the valley, and sank it as deep 
as they could. However, they had saved their treasure 
to no purpose, inasmuch as they were compelled to fly, 
and died in distant parts, while the convent fell to ruin. 
Every one is perfectly aware that the organ is still some- 
where in the neighborhood of the church, but the pre- 
cise spot where it lies is utterly unknown. Neverthe- 
less, every seven years it rises out of the depths at mid- 
night, and its sublime tones are heard in the distance. 
Nothing is at all comparable to the gentle breathings of 
the golden pipes, in the open air, during the solemn 
stillness of night. Soon the soft tones swell into mighty 
billows of sound, which rush through the narrow valley 
until the noise again su Am 


souls are everywheré of one religion; and when death has 
taken off the mask, they will know one another, though 
the divers liveries they wear make them strangers here.” 
—Pike. 


A Wis Resotye,— There was once a famous ar- 
tist confined in the island of Crete, who beautifully 
said :— * The earth and the sea are shut up against us, 
and neither of them can favor our escape. The way 
to heaven alone is open, and this way we will strive to 
go.” 
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Infinite toil would not enable you to sweep away a 


mist ; but by ascending a little you may often look over 
it altogether. So it is with our moral improvement ; we 
wrestle fiercely with a vicious habit, which would have 


no hold upon us if we ascended into a higher moral at- 
mosphere. 


Sout Union. — Where full and perfect confidence 
really exists between two persons, it may be considered 
as the union of two souls formed to appreciate and sym- 
pathize with each other. Lord Lyttleton’s idea, that 
souls were made in pairs, seems, by such an intimacy, 
to be realized. 


Dow, Jr., in allusion to the exclusion of many would- 
be church-goers from - the sanctuary, by reason of the 
high pew-rents in our “ fashionable churches,” remarks 
— “The reason why a niajority of you go to Beelzebub 
is because you can’t afford to go to heaven at the pre- 
sent exorbitant prices!” 


Errects or Worsmir on toe Insans.—An ex- 
change says, on the authority of Miss Dix, the celebrated 
philanthropist, that among the hundreds of insane people 
with whom her sacred missions have brought her into 
companionship, she hag not found one individual, how- 


ever fierce and turbulgnt, that could not be calmed by | 


Scripture and prayer, uttered in low and gentle tones. 
The power of religious sentiments over these shatte red 
souls seems miraculous. 


A Consoxine THovent.— Dean Paul says, when 
a man forsakes us and-wounds us, the heaven, the earth, 
and the little blooming tree, still stretch forth their arms, 
and take the sufferer in their embrace, and the flowers 
nestle up to our wounded bosoms, and the rills mingle 
with our tears, and the breezes flow coolingly along with 
our sighs. A little angel stirs and infuses spirit into 
the ceean pool of Bethesda, and we dive with our thorns 
and stings beneath its warm billows, and rise healed and 
renovated, and with our spasms allayed, out of the wa- 
ters of life. 
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Lavauter. — Innocent laughter hath sometimes 
been proscribed as though it were desecration. The 
thrill of friendship, the glow of affection, and joy in 
natural beauties, some theologians have disapproved of 
as being sympathy with fallen creatures, and some have 
denounced them as loathsome and sinful, in such a 
manner as though on the sixth day God saw all that he 
had made, and lo! it was dreadfully evil! And, in- 
deed, of oid time there Were many, and now there are 
not a few who keep the Sabbath with such mortifica- 
tions, as though, instead of having ‘* blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified,” God had pronounced upon it a 
withering and almighty curse. — W. Mountford. ba 
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